
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 

 ROMANS 13:1 
 

We are called in the Bible to submit to those in authority because authority is given by God and 

ultimately from God. 
 
God has instituted human government as an agent of justice. This is no blanket endorsement of 

every and any form of human government. But Christians are to recognize that the state (human 
government) has been ordained by God and are to respect it as a divinely intended institution. Out 

of respect for God we are to pay taxes, show respect for those who govern, and be good, law-
abiding citizens of the countries in which we live. 

 

Obedience is an outward action, while submission is an inward attitude. God calls us not just to 

obey, but also to submit. Submission is a humble attitude which leads to obedience, yielding, 
surrendering within a relationship. This doesn’t mean we are to be mindless, but we can disagree 

with those in authority while submitting to them none the less. The Bible takes it one step further 

and calls on us to pray for our civil leaders whom God has put in place. The Bible, in a number of 
examples tells us when we are not to submit to those in authority. Where we are called to 
denounce God and put God in submission to a civil leader, then we are to put submission to God 

first. 

 

We must choose to submit. Jesus Christ is our perfect example of submission. It was submission 
that sent him to the cross. He chooses to submit to the Father’s will. He did not complain when 
things got bad or become angry with God. He submitted to the Father. At his trial he did not curse 

Pilate. In fact, he talked about how God had given Pilate power and authority. We should do no 
less but submit. 

 

How does my speech, thought life, actions and decision making, both represent 
and present submission to authority? 

 

SUBMISSION TO AUTHORITY 
GOD IS THE FINAL AUTHORITY WHO IN HIS 

SOVEREIGNTY APPOINTS THOSE IN POWER. WE 

ARE CALLED TO SUBMIT AND OBEY THOSE 

WHO GOD APPOINTS, UNLESS IT GOES 

AGAINST GOD’S WORD. 


