
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge 

the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 
GALATIANS 5:13 

 
The biblical principle of Christian freedom stands in contrast to the idea of freedom captured in 

the lyrics "Cause I'm free to do what I want, any old time." Paul, who wrote about our freedom 
also wrote "You are not your own, for you were bought with a price" (1 Cor 6:20). That is the 

language of being a slave. Our freedom in Christ, is under the rule of Jesus the Lord.  
 

In Galatians 5:1 Paul calls the church to stand firm in the freedom which is ours from Jesus Christ 
and to not be persuaded by people who would want to ruin that freedom. However, in Galatians 

5:13-14 Paul makes a decisive statement on how our freedom is to be used and not used, and 
therefore defining freedom. "Do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh", but almost ironically, 

he directs believers to use their freedom to serve others in love. Our freedom is to fulfil the law of 

love. This echoes the biblical principle of godly character, looking to the interests of others.    

 
Using freedom to indulge the flesh, focuses our thoughts and efforts on selfish ambition. What can 

I gain from this? It is without the consideration of others. Jesus Christ has freed us from slavery to 

selfish ambition, thinking of ourselves as more significant than others. Jesus, our Lord, is the most 

free person. Yet in obedience he suffers death of the cross.  
 

The mandate from Him is to use our freedom, like Him, to serve others in love. Therefore, we can 

ask ourselves the questions: "How much am I thinking of others when I make my choice?" "Am I 

prepared to take a risk to myself if what I do helps others?” Jesus laid down his life. Free to love 
others looks like that. And He said, "Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his 

life for his friends." 
 

How does my speech, thought life, actions and decision making reflect a love 

for others? 

FREEDOM IN CHRIST 
WE ARE FREE IN CHRIST, HAVING GAINED GOD’S 

FAVOUR, WE NO LONGER LIVE FOR SELFISH 

AMBITION OR PERSONAL RIGHTS BUT USE OUR 

FREEDOM TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER IN LOVE. 


